Sawgrass ‘How To’ Guides

Creating a latté mug template in Adobe Photoshop

It can be difficult to create a design that wraps correctly around the cone shape of a latté mug. In
this tutorial you will learn how to create a template that fits any latté mug perfectly and how to

apply a design to it.

1. Measure the height and the circumference of the bottom end of the mug.
Don’t forget to leave a gap (of around 1-1.5 cm) at each side of the mug handle and
approximately a 2-3 mm gap at the top and bottom of the mug.
In the example we have the measurements of 9.5cm height and 17cm circumference of the

bottom of the mug.

2. In Photoshop create a new document with the measured dimensions and settings:
Width 17cm, Height 9.5 cm, Resolution 300dpi, RGB color mode and transparent

background:

New

Preset: | Custom

Name:

latte_mug_tem plalel

E] Advanced

Width:
Height:
Resolution:
Color Mode:

Background Contents:

Color Profile:

Pixel Aspect Ratio:

RGB Color

Centimeters
Centimeters
Pixels/Inch

8 bit

Transparent

sRGB IEC61966-2.1

Square Pixels

OK
| Cancel |
| Save Preset... |

Delete Preset...

Image Size:
6.45M
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3. Fill the first layer of the document with white colour using Paint Bucket Tool.
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4. Double-click on the background layer to unlock it. Click Yes in the pop-up window.

Layers Channels

) Kind
Normal
Lock

O - &?Ckgmllnd New Layer

Name: ‘Layer 0 ‘ OK

Use Previous Layer to Create Clipping Mask ‘

Color: | (%] None =

Mode: | Normal +| Opacity: | 100 jl\ %

5. Now we will need to increase the size of the canvas. Go to Image — Canvas Size...

@ Photoshop File Edit Layer Type Sele¢
cee Mode >
S - 5 Mode: Normal

L Adjustments >
X latter_mug_template @ 39.9% (
Auto Tone 8L
Auto Contrast X {8L
Auto Color 8B

Image Size... Xl
Canvas Size... X#C
Image Rotation

Crop
Trim...
Reveal All
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6.

In the pop-up window enter the following parameters:
Height 30cm, Width 20cm and click OK to confirm.

Canvas Size
[ Current Size: 6.45M [ oK ]
Width: 17 cm
Height: 9.5 cm | Cancel

New Size: 23.9M

Width: |30 | Centimeters % |
Height: |20 | Centimeters % |

[_| Relative

Anchor: & | 4 | #

- o >

¥ lv %

Background

A design for a latté mug should be slightly distorted to fit the cone shape of the mug. To do
this we need to create a Smart Object - the design will be applied to it later. Right-Click on
the template layer and select the Convert to Smart Object option.

Blending Options...

Edit Adjustment

Copy CSS
Duplicate Layer...

Delete Layer

Group from Layers...

Convert to Smart Object

Rasterize Layer

Rasterize Layer Style

Enable Layer Mask

Enable Vect

Create Clipping Mask

The layer icon should now look like this:

Layers Channels Paths
PKind 2 [ & T T 4
Normal + Opacity: 100%

Lock: S A Fill: 100% |~
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Now we will ‘bend’ our template to the shape of the mug.
Select the layer clicking Command (Mac)/Ctrl(PC) +T.

® Photoshop File Edit Image Layer Type Select Filter 3D View Window Help

Adobe Photoshop CC

si X 177100px A ¥Y: 1181.00px W: 10000%  H: 100.00% ° Anti-alias 2 O v

* latte_mug_template @ 40.3% (Layer 1, RGB/8) *
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Go to Edit — Transform — Warp.

® Photoshop File B[ Image Layer Type Select Filter 3D View

Warp:

X |atte_mug_template @

re Scale (8 C
Free Transform ®T
Auto-Align Layers
Auto-Blend Layer Scale
Rotate
Skew
Distort
Shape Perspective
v Warp
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Rotate 180°
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10. Select Arc in the Warp drop-down box and enter 26% in the Bend window.
Click tick box to accept the changes.
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11. Now we have a blank template that will wrap around the cone shape of a latté mug. Print
the template and wrap around your mug to ensure that it fits correctly. (Tip: to see the
outline of the white template when it's printed, in Layer Style add a 1px black stroke).

If necessary change the Bend % value to fit the shape of your mug.
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12. To apply a design to the template, open the Smart Object we created earlier by double-
clicking on the layer icon (not the layer name).
Click OK in the pop up window.
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Adobe Photoshop

After editing the contents, choose File >
Save to commit the changes. Those

changes will be reflected upon returning
to latter_mug_template.

The file must be saved to the same
location. If the Save As dialog appears,

choose Cancel, and flatten the image
before saving.

|| Don't show again

—

13. The Smart Object layer will open in a separate tab and you will see that template will have
the same rectangular shape as we created before.
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14. Now you can apply add a picture, photo or/and text to this shape, as you normally would to
a standard mug template. In this example we will be applying a pattern which we uploaded
earlier.

Double click on the layer name to open Layer Style and go to Pattern Overlay option. Select
a pattern from the drop down list and adjust the position and scale if necessary. Click OK to
apply changes.
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Layer Style

Pattern Overlay ———————
e
S Pattern oK

Blending Options: Default

Blend Mode: | Normal 2] Cancel

Bevel & Emboss —,
Opacity: D [100 %

Contour New Style...

AR

)‘3

Texture

8
%

[2] Preview
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Pattern: | & Snap to Origin |

%
5

Stroke

:

¥

i
:

Inner Shadow
Scale: o 129 %
Inner Glow

o Link with Layer

satin
Color Overlay | Make Default | Reset to Default |
Gradient Overlay

] Pattern Overlay
Outer Glow

Drop Shadow

15. Our Smart Object will now look like this:
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16. Close the Smart Object tab and save the changes.

Adobe Photoshop

Save changes to the Adobe Photoshop
document “Layer 02.psb" before closing?

| Don’tSave | | Cancel Save ]

17. You will now see that the design is now ‘bent’ to fit the shape of the latté mug.
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Adobe Photoshop CC
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Done! The latté mug template is now ready for printing and sublimation.
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